 
To:  Larry Krissek, CCI Chair

From: James Fredal, CCI Sciences Subcommittee Chair

Re: Astronomy and Astrophysics BS Semester Conversion Proposal

Date: Feb 25, 2011

Larry: 

The Sciences subcommittee met to review and unanimously approved the proposed semester conversion plan for the Astronomy (as proposed, the Astronomy and Astrophysics) BS major.  The major has undergone minimal revisions during the transition.  The proposal explains the impetus behind the requested name change to Astronomy and Astrophysics, which reflects the “strong commonalities” that the program shares with the Advanced Physics option of the Physics major.  The proposal therefore includes a memorandum of understanding that describes the proposed BS as an interdisciplinary degree, jointly managed by Astronomy and Physics with Astronomy as the home department.  This change will include the inclusion of a member of the Physics department on the Undergraduate and Curriculum committees of the Department of Astronomy, and vice versa. 

The major was last revised in 2009 with the elimination of Phys 664 (Theoretical Mechanic) and the addition of CSE 202 (Intro to C++ Programming) and Astronomy 295 (an entry level undergraduate seminar) as requirements. 

In other ways, the program converts with minimal changes to program goals and curricular requirements.

After the committee approved the proposal, I noticed that the transition plans use GEC for semester courses rather than GE, and that the course list gives a subtotal for the Physics requirement of 27 hours. A note might be added that this total is 26 hours if Phys 3470 is taken.

As these are small changes, and in light of the committee’s approval, I’m sending the proposal forward to the CCI with a recommendation for approval.


Thank you.

Jim F.

Cc: Bernadette Vankeerbergen
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